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Service times: 
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Saturday 6:00pm ~Sunday 8:00 am 

Contemporary Worship:                                     
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Education Hour, Sunday School:                                    

Sunday 9:15 am  

Staff: 

Senior Pastor : Rev. B.J. Fouts                                             

Music Director:                                     

Steven Whitney 

Business Manager:                                  

Judy Warneke 

Secretary: Diane Stoural 
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308 S. 2nd St.                                                                                                                               
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@stjohnbc.net                      
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Connecting People in the Heart of Jesus 

 
Service times: 

Worship:                                             

Saturday 6:00pm ~Sunday 9:00 am 

Education Hour, Sunday School:                                    

Sunday 10:15 am 

Chapel : Wednesday 8:30 am  

Staff: 

Senior Pastor : Rev. B.J. Fouts                                              

Associate Pastor: Rev. Joseph Leech  

Music Director: Mr. Steven Whitney 

Business Manager: Katie Schnitzler 

Admin Assistant : Diane Stoural 

April – One Year Later 

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! 

The Victory shout of the Church of God that cannot be silenced. A year 

ago for Easter, the smallest attendance in the history of the Church gath-

ered inside St. John’s Sanctuary, the bells rang and organ resounded; 

and scattered voices did their best to proclaim, “Christ is Risen!” But not 

this year! This year, the bells will ring, the organ will bellow, and the 

people will fill the pews, shouting resurrection joy!  

The people at Churchanswers.com and several other church research 

groups have been tracking and sharing statistical surveys of churches 

across North America since the pandemic began (and before.) Some of 

those startling statistics show that in September of 2020, average church 

attendance in America was a staggering 25% of what it had been a year 

before. Midwest churches reported a slightly higher average (29%), but 

it was dramatic across the country.  

During this same period of time, here at St. John, we saw attendance at 

75% of pre-pandemic levels. Christmas Eve 2020 at St. John saw 87%

attendance compared to 2019, whereas nationwide estimates for one of 

the holiest days in the year are showing around 60%. Thank you for 

that! Thank you for your commitment to Word and Sacrament ministry. 

Thank you for being present to hear the gospel and being present for 

your Christian neighbor to walk these unknown paths together. You 

have been a blessing to many others, and a blessing to me. We are           

certainly stronger together.  

In spite of all of the uncertainty and constantly changing pandemic            

protocols, and the uncomfortability of even attending church with            

restrictions and everything else that entails, Paul’s words of Romans 

eight ring true, “Nothing can separate us from the love of God, in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.”  

      continued on pg. 2 
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St. John Lutheran Church  ~COVID UPDATE 
 

COVID continues to be a threat in our community, but thanks to decent weather, vaccinations,       
and protocols in place recently to reduce the spread, new infections are very low; therefore, we are 
able to lighten some restrictions which have been in place for some time.  
 

Changes:  
Pews are open, please be mindful of social distancing between households. 
Masks are recommended at all indoor activities, especially when social distancing is not possible or 
not observed.  
Coat racks will have hangers again. 
Greetings with pastors after church are at the discretion of the pastor and parishioners (if you want 
a handshake, a hug or just a wave, share your request.)  
Communion process will be changing for Maundy Thursday to permit parishioners to come                 
forward towards the altar for communion and return to their seats. Pre-packaged communion cups 
will continue to be in use for now.  
 
Things that will not be changing yet:  
Offering plates remain at the entrance to the Sanctuary and will not be passed during the service. 
Hymnals and Bibles will not be available in the pew racks.  
Ushers will dismiss congregants beginning in the back of the Sanctuary after each service. 
 

One of the things that has always excited me about St. John Ministries is the tremendous potential and the 

gigantic opportunities that God is placing before this congregation and the commitment people have to the 

mission of Jesus here. Now, a year later, despite all the changes, the mission, and the mission field remain 

the same. The potential, and the opportunities remain the same.  

April begins in Holy Week and the first Sunday of April is the celebration of the resurrection. In recent days, 

talking about celebrating the resurrection causes me some intense emotions. I am overwhelmed with the 

privilege to proclaim victory over the enemies of Jesus, over and against death and hell and Satan and sin 

and separation. More than that, I am ecstatic to watch the church of Jesus at St. John emerge from this crisis 

with the victory banner of Jesus, and together march forward serving the kingdom.  

This past year has been difficult. I am sorry for the difficulties.             

I am sure there are things I, and our church could have done better.   

I ask for your forgiveness so that St. John Ministries may move       

forward. We need to be looking to the future of ministry. We need   

to be looking forward to the mission of Jesus. We need to be about 

the business of reaching the lost, teaching the faith, and equipping 

the saints.  

In all things: Jesus loves you. Jesus died for you. Jesus rose for you. 

Jesus went to prepare a place for you. Jesus is for you, forever.  

Sanctified to Serve,  

Rev. B.J. Fouts 
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Thank you to all who took the time 

to work and plan the Lenten meals 

or donated food. It is a great               

tradition that continues  because of 

your generosity!  

Easter Worship Schedule & Times: 

 April 1- Maundy Thursday: 7:00 pm 

 April 2- Good Friday: 7:00 pm 

 No Saturday Worship 

 April 4 -Easter Sunrise Worship: 6:00 am    

Easter Fellowship Breakfast: 7:00 am          

Easter Worship: 8:30 am -Traditional     

10:00 am -Contemporary 

 

Join us for Education Hour 

Sunday following 9:00 Service 
 

Upon completion of the Ecumenical            

Councils - (how we got the Nicene 

Creed), we will do a brief overview of the 

Gospels. We will compare the Synoptic 

(Matthew, Mark & Luke) to John’s Gospel. 

We will compare both the miracles and 

the parables found within each of the   

gospels. As time permits, we may also  

discuss some of the theories about how 

Matthew, Mark & Luke came to be. 

 

Altar Guild meeting at 

10:00 on Monday, April  19. 
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In effort to keep you informed on our             

Building Foundations of Faith Capital               

Campaign we will be posting the numbers 

monthly in the newsletters and bulletins. 

 

As of March 23, 2021 

Total Expense: $1,120,046.82 

Total Raised: $697,973.34 

Pledges Remaining: $20,078.50 

Total Campaign Debt Remaining: ($428,041.12) 

* Total debt remaining does not reflect final payment to 

be made.  

 

 

 

Do you have an insurance policy or annuity     

product with Thrivent?  

 If so, you may be eligible to direct Thrivent 

Choice Dollars to benefit St. John Minis-

tries.  Each year Thrivent will distribute some of 

its charitable funds to registered non-profit organ-

izations.  You can call 800-847-4836 or log into 

your Thrivent account and direct your Choice 

Dollars to St. John Lutheran Church or St. John 

Lutheran School today!!  The deadline to  direct 

where your Choice Dollars for 2021 should go is 

March 31.                                                              

St. John has received over $98,000 in Thrivent 

Choice Dollars since the inception of the                

program in 2010. Log into your Thrivent account 

or call 800-847-4836 to determine your                     

eligibility. 

thrivent 

Thrivent Choice– Generosity 

Strengthens Communities  

Grant funds distributed nationally– The Thrivent 

Choice programs has helped support churches and           

other non-profit organizations since 2010. 

Eligible Thrivent clients can recommend where 

Thrivent distributes some of its charitable outreach 

funds by directing Choice Dollars. 

You can have an even bigger Impact– Clients and           

others can also make personal donations. Thrivent, 

in partnership with InFaith Community Foundation,             

provides an online platform for donations to           

enrolled organizations. Thrivent will cover all the 

processing fees, so 100% of your donation goes to 

help. 

To learn more, visit thirvent.com/thrivent choice or 

contact Thrivent at 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent 

Choice” at the prompt. 

 

 

Help our Ministry grow through EGiving 

Electronic giving is a convenient, easy way to          

support St. John Ministries. 

By giving electronically, you can: 

 Give anywhere, anytime from your            

computer, smartphone or tablet . 

 Donate to one of our special project funds. 

 Set up recurring payments and never worry 

about bringing your checkbook or cash again. 

Get started today! Visit our donations page to set up 

your online contribution: stjohnbc.net -church page

– Give Now button. 
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February 28, 2021 Voters Meeting Minutes 
 

In attendance were: Jeff Borchers, Brett Freudenburg, Wendell Lewis, Ryan Heller, Pastor Fouts, Pastor 

Leech, Mike Anderson, Heather Whitney, Carma Anderson, Jason Schmidt, Rod Zohner, Arlene Zohner, 

Steven Whitney, Colby Kolm, Cherie Werner, Katie Schnitzler, Brad Prauner, Patty Prauner, Christy 

Schmidt, Sarah Tillman, Josh Tillman, Reid Ehrisman, Lisa Ehrisman, Nick Onnen, Rex Volk, Curt Wragge, 

Dennis Roewert, LaDonna Roewert, Jay Werner, Kelsey Schnoor, and Gerry Preusker. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wendell Lewis at 11:35 AM. Pastor Leech gave an opening 

prayer. 
 

Pastor Fouts moved to approve Pastor Leech as a voting member. Second by Jason Schmidt. Motion    car-

ried. 
 

Mike Anderson moved to approve October 2020 voters meeting minutes. Second by Curt Wragge. Motion 

carried. 
 

Treasurers’ Report by Katie Schnitzler: Discussed balance sheet, budget, receipts, and disbursements. Curt 

Wragge moved to approve the report. Second by Brett Freudenburg. Motion carried. Katie mentioned we do 

not qualify for a second PPP loan and we have a remaining balance of about $428k to pay off for the new 

school addition. 
 

Trustees’ Report by Colby Kolm: Colby gave an update on the pipe organ. We have all three bids and the 

next step is to set up a meeting to settle on a decision. The committee met and gathered nominations. They 

will serve the March 17th Lenten meal.  
 

Elder Report by Jason Schmidt: Transfers in include Linda Berg, Mark and Helen Baumgartel, Jon, Jill, Ka-

leb, Micah, Faith, and Ava Baumgartel, and Sarah Walker Roberts and Weston Walker. Transfers out in-

clude Ryan, Sarah, Levi, and Noah Glover, Alyssa Kirby, Andrew Jarecki, Amanda Medow, Jordan, Taylor, 

Palmer, and Ian Hagemeyer, Jessica Raemakers, Jeff and Julie Suckstorf, Rob, Heidi, Levi, and Vaughn 

Finkral, and Troy and Lisa Broders. Releases include Brian and Abby Nelson and Albert Reeves. Jeff Bor-

chers moved to approve transfers and releases. Second by Dennis Roewert. Motion carried. 
 

Steven Whitney gave a sound system update. This includes an update to the sound board, an addition of a 

room microphone, and a re-equalization. Video hardware and software would be updated for recording 

and live-streaming. We would add additional cameras and update the video switching system. A laser pro-

jector will replace our current projector. The anticipated cost is $60,734.99 and we have $59,431.28 desig-

nated funds on hand. Mike Anderson made a motion to approve the sound system updates. Second by Den-

nis Roewert. Motion carried.  
 

Mike Anderson mentioned we have seven 8th graders going to LHNE next fall. He also thanked God for the 

addition of Pastor Leech.  
 

Evangelism Report by Carma Anderson: Carma thanked everyone for the donations for the evangelism 

projects. They will be collecting supplies for Orphan Grain Train. They will serve the March 24th Lenten 

meal. WINGS would like Evangelism to take over Bread of Life. They received two bids from Digital 

Solutions for the directory. One bid is $3783, about $11.64 per book and they would provide full services. 

The other bid $3168.75, about $9.75 per book and we would be given the software to design the books 

ourselves. Pastor Leech made a motion to approve the bid for $3783. Second by Sarah Tillman. Motion 

carried. They are anticipating taking photos in the fall.  
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(Voters’ Minutes Continued) 
 

Nick Onnen gave thanks for everyone’s support for the Building Foundations of Faith campaign. He gave an 

update on current lunch situation, which isn’t going to change for the remainder of the school year. 
 

Childcare Report by Brad Prauner: They are working on childcare handbook. They are also working on the 

budget and rates for next school year.  
 

Stewardship Report by Curt Wragge: They went through the treasurer’s report. They are looking for two more 

members for their committee. The committee is trying to figure out what to do with scholarship funds. Curt 

mentioned the possibility of the church having to borrow money to continue operating. 
 

Old Business: Wendell Lewis gave a reminder about the wellness committee meeting March 1st at 6:30 PM. 
 

New Business: Wendell Lewis received Sara Anderson’s resignation from the Parish Ed committee. Her      po-

sition will be filled by Casey Heller. Jason Schmidt made a motion to approve Casey Heller as a new member 

of the Parish Ed committee. Second by Rex Volk. Motion carried. 
 

Wendell discussed the Endowment disbursement. The committee decided to use funds for college scholar-

ships, St. John scholarships, and high school scholarships, the childcare ventilation system, and window treat-

ments for windows in the new classrooms. 
 

Pastor Fouts informed voters of the district postponing the district convention to 2022. 
 

Jeff Borchers moved to adjourn the meeting. Second by Mike Anderson. Motion carried. 
 

The meeting concluded with a prayer from Pastor Fouts followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 

The next church council meeting will be March 15th at 8:00 PM.     
 

Minutes by Ryan Heller. 

March 15, 2021 Council Meeting Minutes 
 

In attendance were: Wendell Lewis, Katie Schnitzler, Ryan Heller, Steven Whitney, Pastor Fouts, Pastor Leech, 

Jeff Borchers, Katey Huntley, Jason Schmidt, Curt Wragge, Colby Kolm, Nick Onnen, Brett Freudenburg,          

Carma Anderson, Kelsey Schnoor, and Kylee Krueger 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wendell Lewis at 8:04 PM. Wendell gave an opening devotion 

and prayer. 
 

Colby Kolm moved to approve February 2021 meeting minutes. Second by Pastor Leech. Motion carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report by Katie Schnitzler: Discussed balance sheet, budget, receipts, and disbursements. Jason 

Schmidt moved to approve the report. Second by Jeff Borchers. Motion carried. 
 

Trustees’ Report by Colby Kolm: Proceeds from Lenten meal will go towards the St. John school tuition scho-

larship fund. They discussed replacing the copy machine in the child care office. They are getting repair and 

replacement bids for the church roof. After discussing the three bids for the church pipe organ, they decided 

on JF Nordley out of Sioux Falls, SD, with a cost of $125,750. They received $85,000 from Finkral estate in 

2020 and are expecting to receive another $85,000 around July from the Finkral estate. They will look at using 

the leftover funds for the church roof if needed. Colby Kolm made a motion to approve. Second by              

Jason Schmidt. Motion carried.       continued on pg. 7 
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Elder’s Report by Jason Schmidt: Transfers in include Mark, Johnana, and Maria Petersen. Jason Schmidt mo-

ved to approve the transfers in. Second by Pastor Leech. Motion carried. Masks will be encouraged for all ser-

vices instead of required. The tape on the pews will also be removed. They are going to move forward with 

the sound system update. The committee approved Pastor BJ to attend the National Youth Worker Confe-

rence.  
 

Evangelism Report by Carma Anderson: The committee discussed their goals and action steps timeline, 

mainly concerning the pictorial directory. They elected Heather Whitney as President and Ginger Howser as 

Vice President. They began delivering loaves of bread that WINGS baked. Evangelism will be serving the 

Lenten meal on March 24th. Next month they will be assisting at the Norfolk Rescue Mission. Digital 

Solutions will be taking pictures October 8th from 4:00-7:00 PM for the pictorial directory, October 9th from 

9:00 AM - 6:00 PM, and October 10th from 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM.  
 

Parish Ed Report by Katey Huntley: They discussed their budget. They will help Evangelism serve the Lenten 

meal on the 24th. Looking at having a VBS kickoff possibly the last Sunday of Sunday School. Also might 

have some appreciation for teachers in April. 
 

Parochial Ed Report by Brett Fruedenburg: Brett informed the council that they conducted their Principal 

reviews and classroom board observations. They reviewed their  COVID policy. The school received 96 

technology devices from government grants. Preschool is full with waiting lists.  
 

Childcare Report by Kylee Krueger: Childcare finalized their budget. They are looking into fundraisers and 

grants. They also discussed a possible family fun night event. They may host a community event for a fund-

raiser.  
 

Stewardship Report by Curt Wragge: Stewardship discussed their savings and investment accounts. Budgets 

are due April 1st. They approved college scholarships for 2 students. They are trying to financially help kids 

going to LHNE with the approved endowment funds. Curt mentioned they will be remaining with Elkhorn 

Valley Bank for Building Foundations of Faith. 
 

Old Business: Committee nominations are needed from Trustees, Evangelism and Parish Ed.  
 

New Business: Pastor Fouts and Pastor Leech attended the LHNE delegate assembly. They are looking into 

adding a building project to expand their Ag & Science facilities.  
 

Curt Wragge moved to adjourn the meeting. Second by Jeff Borchers. Motion carried. 
 

The meeting concluded with a prayer from Wendell Lewis followed by the Lord’s prayer. 
 

The next church council meeting will be April 19th at 8:00 PM.        
 

Minutes by Ryan Heller. 

St. John School teachers are looking for donations of used                      

magazines or calendars for school projects on a continuing basis. 

Drop off at the school office. Thank you.  



8 

 
 
 

                           Monthly News and Activities 
   

Each month new members to our community are welcomed with a fresh baked loaf of bread and                 
information about St. John Ministries.  Our WINGS ladies have been baking the bread and taking turns 

welcoming families.  We are grateful for the Evangelism Committee for taking on this mission                            
in the future. 

-          March 3 we served 95 for the Lenten meal.  Menu included mexi burgers, potato salad, chips, 
 bars, and drinks. 
-          WINGS will be putting together disaster relief kits for the Orphan Grain Train to distribute. 
-          WINGS hosts a weekly Bible Study for women on Wednesday at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall   
 Classroom.  
- Orphan Grain Train volunteer day is the first Friday of the month from 10:00 am—2:00 pm. 
  

Women of all ages are welcome to be a part of WINGS.  Our monthly meetings are held the last            
Thursday of each month at 1:30pm in the Fellowship Hall Classroom.  Meetings include devotion and pray-
er, event planning, games, and time just to visit over coffee and dessert. WINGS is an active member of 
LWML.  Collection boxes for Mites and stamps are located in the back of the Narthex.  Both support the 
missions of LWML. 
  
WINGS (Women in God’s Service) exists to honor and worship God, encourage and support women, grow 

in our faith together as we share the gospel and use the gifts He has given us to serve Him and others. 
  

WINGS—Women In Gods Service 

For more information on LWML’s missions and outreach go to lwml.org 

 

Women’s Bible Study – “Mirror, Mirror – Reflections on God’s Word”.  

 What do you see when you look in the mirror?  This study of God’s word will help you see 

yourself as He sees you:  His beloved, redeemed daughter.  This 8 week study begins on 

April 7.  We will meet each Wednesday at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall classroom.  Study 

guides and a signup sheet are available outside the church office door.  Hosted by 

WINGS.  Contact Deborah Sunderman (402-750-2447) if you have questions. Also, we will 

finish our Lenten Study on March 24.  There will be no Bible study on March 31.  We will 

meet again when we start this new one on April 7. 

Evangelism collection for April is the                                  

Norfolk Rescue Mission.  

They will be collecting  toiletry items such as disposable 

razors, shaving cream, deodorants, shampoo, toothpaste 

and toothbrushes.  
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1 Virginia Klug 

1 Kiarrah Moore-Rath  

2 Rexx Uecker  

2 Austin Hurlburt  

2 Tiffany Pokorny  

3 Don Boyer  

3 Vicki Flanagan  

3 Marci Retzlaff  

3 Amy Walz  

4 Calla Wolf 

4 Kitanna Klug  

4 Shelley Borchers  

4 Carole Nelson  

4 Mark Schmode  

4 Righteous Albers  

5 Chad Lenox  

5 Allen Korth  

6 Carol Herbert  

6 Lyle Hofmann  

7 Makenzi Eckert  

7 Jean Schmeckpeper  

8 Brent Schlote  

8 Tristan Bernhardt  

8 Norma Wiedeman  

9 Abby Nelson  

9 Amanda Parent  

9 Larry Prauner  

10 Barrett Prauner  

10 Chris Cherington  

10 Gladys Juhlin  

10 Mary Ellen Swim  

11 Dora Norris  

12 Skye Aldag  

12 Deborah Sanders  

13 LaDonna Hardee  

13 Andee Klug  

13 Garrett Koopman  

13 Gretchen Sandall  

13 Donald Volk  

13 Tom Ziehmer  

13 Hannah Fouts  

14 Matthew Henery  

14 Preston Prauner  

14 Sarah Glover 

16 Beverly Bayne  

16 Boden Obst  

17 Laura Long  

17 Kim Nelson  

17 Taryn O'Banion  

18 Christyan Anderson  

18 Roger Borchers  

18 Shane Melcher  

19 Seth Bolling  

19 Beckett Uecker  

19 Dale Donner  

19 Marcheta Long  

19 Colin Weber  

20 Dylan Volk  

20 Lainey Knapp  

20 Kanon Warneke  

20 Krista Snodgrass 

21 Renee MeNeal 

21 Kelli Boyer  

21 Olivia Eckert  

21 Pat French  

21 Allison Hardee  

21 Dave Meyer  

22 Allison Frank  

22 Drew Lutt  

22 Arland Praeuner  

23 Tyler Unkel  

24 Bud Klug  

24 Slate Kraft  

24 Kathi Reding  

24 Kris Smith  

24 Caitlyn Zohner  

24 Lauren Freudenberg  

25 Judy Warneke  

25 Genny Zohner  

26 Joshua Schnitzler  

26 Susan Klein  

26 Sydney Reitz  

27 Jamie Abler  

28 McKailey Holecek  

29 Memphis Parker 

29 Kristen Sindelar  

29 Josh Schick  

30 Linda Chapman  

30 Barb Preusker  

 

April Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

Prayer is an act of worship where we bring our petitions 
before God with our hearts and lips and offer up praise and 

thanksgiving to Him. 

We should ask God for everything that tends to the glory of 

God and to our own and our neighbor's welfare, both             

spiritual and bodily blessings. 

It would be our privilege to lift you up in prayer. If you 

have a special need or just would like us to pray for you or 

a loved one, call or email the church office.                                     

All prayers are confidential. 402-675-3155 or                   

churchsecretary@stjohnbc.net 

Baptisms 
 

Barrett Wayne Belina 

Child of Trevor & Haley  

Belina was baptized into 

the Lord’s family on March 

6. Sponsors are Channing 

Johnson & Jamie Frisch. 

 

Mark Jerome Lenton 

Child of  Maria Peterson 

was baptized into the 

Lord’s family on March 20. 

Sponsors are Trenton               

Peterson & Abby Pierce. 

 

We were              

buried there-

fore with him 

by  baptism 

into death, so 

that as Christ 

was raised 

from the dead 

by the  glory of 

the Father, we 

too might walk 

in newness of 

life.  

Romans 6:4 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL... 
 
 

Last night we constructed a new set of marble works our 

neighbor boy had outgrown.  It was an extravagant set with a chain elevator that al-

lowed the marbles to run the track, before automatically being brought to the top and again run the track in a 

perpetual flow. Needless to say, the kids were excited.  This allowed me to mask my own excitement as 

“being a good dad” and helping to assemble the pieces.   

As we completed the creation, we ran into an issue.  The elevator chain was too loose and hung below 

the gears rendering the lift to be completely useless.  Every piece of the set was in place.  It was finished!  

Complete!  From a distance, it looked perfect.  Yet, it didn’t function the way it was supposed to.   

As I disassembled some parts to expose the elevator chain and remove a few links, my youngest      

protested.  “You’re breaking it!” he cried.  “Dad, stop!  You’re breaking it!”  Over and over, I tried to explain 

as I removed the pieces to fix the extra links.  “I have to break it to fix it. 

We often resemble that set of marble works.  On the outside, and from a distance, it looks as though all 

the pieces are put together.  It isn’t until we look at our inner workings that we realize, we too, are broken.  

Yet, our Heavenly Father loves us.  He loves us enough to not accept us the way we 

are.  He allows us to experience the refiner’s fire (Malachi 3).  He prunes (John 15).  

He allows us to be broken, but only because He cares enough to restore us.   

 As you have faced trials over the course of this year, and as you encounter new 

challenges to come; know that “God’s grace is sufficient for you, for His power is 

made perfect in weakness.”  

 John 15:1-5 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off  

every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he 

prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to 

you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.   

Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 

from me you can do nothing. 

 2 Corinthians 12:8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to 

me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 

more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I 

delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am 

strong. 

 MR. ONNEN 

St. John School & In His Arms 

Childcare Plant Card Sale            

runs March 22 thru May 1                    

Purchase a gift card to  Shamrock or Johansen 

Nursey for $25 and the PTL receives $5.00  

Contact the School or Childcare to purchase 
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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN! 
 

Children’s Scholarship Fund of Omaha 
St. John families have been awarded $12,100 in scholarships from the Children’s Scholarship Fund (CSF) of 
Omaha in the last year. CSF is funded from a source outside of St. John. Scholarships are based on the cost 
to educate, not the cost of tuition, making it possible for your scholarship to bring in more for the school 
than your tuition fees would! 
Please visit the Children's Scholarship Fund to apply today. The application process is open through April. 
 

St. John Scholarship Fund 
St. John Scholarship Fund was established to help families with the additional need for assistance who may 
not qualify for the CSF. The St. John Scholarship Fund awarded $14,850 dollars toward tuition assistance to 
25 students for the 2020-2021 school year. Praise God for His provision! 
 

Lawson Walz Scholarship Fund 
St. John School has been the beneficiary of ongoing memorial funds given in memory of Lawson Walz. 
These funds work in conjunction with the St. John Scholarship Fund to assist those who demonstrate addi-
tional financial need. 
 

Future Awards 
If you would like to contribute to one of our scholarship funds to help provide financial assistance to fami-
lies demonstrating need, please contact Mr. Onnen. 

 

Pre –enrollment for the 2021-2022 School Year is now open!                                                        

The cost of pre-enrollment goes up $100.00 on April 1.                                                                                           

Contact the school office for more information or concerns. 402-675-3605 

UPDATE FROM THE BENTERS 
Dear St. John Community: 
 

My favorite movie growing up was Sweet Home Alabama. The plot of the film is about a girl who leaves 

home and builds a life for herself in New York City. A series of events occur requiring her to come back home 

to Alabama where she is forced to make a decision; should she stay in New York, or come back to Alabama. 

While I have watched this movie hundreds of times, for the first time in 19 years, I finally understood how 

tough of a decision this must have been for Mel. She truly stood at a crossroads deciding if she should have 

roots, or wings. 
 

Nate and I have spent the last month praying for God’s guidance as we deliberated a call to serve at St. John 

Lutheran School in Rochester, Michigan. During this time, we have heard God calling us to return “home” to 

Michigan. This decision has not been easy for us as we have felt as if we have been asked to choose between 

family, and the friends we have made into our family. We thank you for everything you have given us in the 

three years we have lived here in Battle Creek. We will keep the entire community in our prayers as you start 

the process of finding a new teacher to add to the staff and as you continue to grow. It is         

evident that God is on the move here in Battle Creek and I am honored that I was able to be a 

part of the community here, if only for a short period of time. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Cassie (and Nate) Benter 

https://csfomaha.civicore.com/familylogin/index.php?action=userLogin
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Middle School Lock-In 
5th – 8th Grade Students of St. John Lutheran Church and/or School 

Friday, April 30 – 7:00pm until Saturday, May 1 – 8:00am 
 

 

$5 / person @ the door  - Location: St. John Lutheran School 

 

What to bring:  
Bibles 
Sleeping Bag / Pillow 
PJs etc. 
Personal Hygiene Needs (deodorant, toothbrush etc) 
Boys - bring 2-liter of soda etc. to share 

Registration Form:     Due to church or school office by Thursday, April 28 

Name:        Parents:         

School & Grade:      Parents Willing to chaperone a shift?  Y  / N  

Gender:      Parent Phone:        

Emergency Contact Name:          

Emergency Contact Number:         

 As a parent/guardian of the above named student, I grant permission for full participation in activities arranged for this event and absolve St. 

John Ministries, the staff, officers and volunteers of the same from any liability for harm or injury which the student may receive from participation in the 

event and program, except those arising from negligence or malfeasance. Furthermore I grant permission for the staff, officers and volunteers of St. John 

Ministries to act in my behalf until I may be reasonable contacted and available to administer any emergency needs for this student. I acknowledge inherent 

risk in group activities, and understand that every precaution is made, therefore I waive my right to sue for loss occurred through normal participation. Addi-

tionally, I grant permission for me and my student’s pictures and/or voice to be recorded, stored, broadcast or replayed for acceptable purposes by St. John 

Ministries in publicity and ministry functions in perpetuity.  

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:        Date:     

Burning Foxes & 

Wild Bears 
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Confirmation Retreat 
Pastor B.J. , Mr. Whitney and 15 Confirmation Students from St. John Ministry  attended the Camp Luther   

Confirmation Weekend Retreat. Deanna Anderson & Mandy Humphrey were Chaperones. 

LIGHT & FROGS 

Thank you to everyone who supported LIGHT & FROGS with donations at our Lenten Meals. We look for-

ward to serving Easter Breakfast on April 4!  

High school youth are invited to join us for fellowship (games) & Bible Study on Sunday, April 11; 4:30-

6:00pm in the new youth space at St. John Lutheran School.  

Jr. High youth are invited to join us for fellowship & devotions on Wednesday, April 14 & 28 6:30-8 pm in 

the new youth space at St. John Lutheran School.  

Middle School Youth Lock-In: Friday night, April 30, all St. John Lutheran Church or School students in 

grades 5-8 are invited to an overnight lock-in at St. John School from 7pm Friday until 8am on Saturday. The 

cost is $10 and includes pizza and breakfast. Look for registration forms in confirmation classes and school 

back packs.  

Congratulations to FROGS being confirmed April 25 @ St. John 

Congratulations to LIGHT members graduating this May. We look forward to a Baccalaureate at St. John       

Sunday, May 2.  

Attention LIGHT ALUMNI – make sure pastor has your cell phone number if you are going to be home this 

summer as we will have a few gatherings for college students in June and July.  
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2021 Confirmands: 
 

Taylynn Aldag 
Christyan Anderson 

Olivia Anderson 
Hollie Anderson 

Faith Baumgartel 
Jayden Buckendahl 

Wyatt Holecek 
Gracie Hitz 

Sopie Humphrey 
Lainey Knapp 
Seth Kossman 
Reagan Lewis 

Kaley Lingenfelter 
Ellyson Ottis 

Micah Prauner 
Ella Reeves 

Lana Tillman 
Ryan Stusse Jr. 
M.J. Wragge 

St. John Ministries Confirmation Sunday          

April 25 at 9:00 am. 

Watch for information coming home with your 

confirmand on retreat dates and  scheduling of                  

pictures and other  important information. 

 

Due to limited seating space for the families of the 

confirmands, we suggest if you do not have any 

family involved in confirmation to worship with us 

on Saturday night at 6:00 pm the night before.  

Thank you 

Reading / Prayer Calendar - April 2021 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

April 5, 2021 April 6, 2021 April 7, 2021 April 8, 2021 April 9, 2021 

Read Mark 16 Read Acts 1 Read Acts 2 Read Acts 3 Read Acts 4 

Pray for Schools 
Pray for the Armed 

Forces 

Pray for your chil-
dren or nieces/

nephews 
Pray for your Pastor 

Pray for blessings in 
worship 

     

April 12, 2021 April 13, 2021 April 14, 2021 April 15, 2021 April 16, 2021 

Read Acts 5 Read Acts 6 Read Acts 7 Read Acts 8 Read Acts 9 

Pray for Teachers 
Pray for the Govern-

ment 
Pray for your friends Pray for Church staff 

Pray for outreach in 
our community 

     

April 19, 2021 April 20, 2021 April 21, 2021 April 22, 2021 April 23, 2021 

Read Acts 10 Read Acts 11 Read Acts 12 Read Acts 13 Read Acts 14 

Pray for School Ad-
ministrators 

Pray for the President Pray for the Family 
Pray for the lay lead-

ers of the church 
Pray for missionaries 

     

April 26, 2021 April 27, 2021 April 28, 2021 April 29, 2021 April 30, 2021 

Read Acts 15 Read Acts 16 Read Acts 17 Read Acts 18 Read Acts 19 

Pray for Students Pray for Congress 
Pray for your spouse 

or parent 
Pray for the Church Pray for the lost 
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Date Time Elders Ushers Sound Booth 

M. Thurs April 1 

Good Friday April 2 

7:00 

7:00 

Schmidt/ Howser 

Praeuner 

Acklie/Borchers 

Volk 

Fouts 

Volk 

Sunday April 4 

Easter 

  

6:00 

8:30 

10:00 

Howser/Anderson 

Sunderman/Nicolay 

Ehrisman/Freudenburg 

 

Borchers/Fleer 

Ridder/Volk 

Borchers/Kirby 

Zohners 

H Fouts /A. Anderson 

Sat.  April 10 

Sun. April 11 

6:00 

9:00 

Nicolay/Anderson 

Praeuner/Howser 

Acklie/ Volk 

Werner/Wolf 

Volk 

Tillman 

Sat.  April 17 

Sun. April 18 

6:00 

9:00 

Nicolay/ Anderson 

Ehrisman/Freudenburg 

Acklie/Volk 

Ridder/Werner 

Volk 

Brauers 

Sat April 24 

Sun April 25 

6:00 

9:00 

Schmidt/Howser 

Sunderman/Ehrisman 

Acklie/Volk 

Fleer/Zohner 

Volk 

Zohner/Hamer 

 Connecting people in the heart of Jesus. Serving the Lord’s House in April 2021 

If you are unable to serve, please find a substitute and call the church office (675-3155) to correct the bulletin 

Acolytes: 

             Saturday 6:00 Adam Wysocki ~ Sunday 9:00 Hollie & Emilee Anderson  

To all those who volunteer at St. John Ministries, we are 

very grateful for your dedication to fulfilling the call to 

serve and being an amazing example of Christ to others 

across the world. Your willingness to serve Christ, and 

serve others with the talents and time He has given you, 

is a vital component in how our Church furthers its        

mission.  We thank you all  because                                          

Volunteers make a difference. 

Together, volunteers daily  make known the love of 

Christ in word and deed. Together, volunteers make a  

difference in the world to all those we engage in His 

name. Please know that you, the person who chooses to  

volunteer, are important in our life together as the            

Ministry of St. John. Because of you, much more is                                           

accomplished in our  Savior’s name, and much more 

can be accomplished. 

April is National Volunteer Month. Whether you              

volunteer in your community or in your ministry 

the church  thrives on volunteerism,  in celebra-

tion of these  vital individuals who help advance 

the Gospel and further the missions of the              

organizations they serve.                                                   

Volunteers are truly a blessing!  

Thank you to all 

our St. John PTL 

members and 

school                    

volunteers.        

We couldn’t do it 

without you!  
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Lutheran High Northeast – April 2021 

2010 N. 37th Street 

Norfolk, NE  68701 

@LHNEeagles        (402) 379-3040   www.LHNE.org        @LHNEeagles 

Upcoming Events 

April 1-5  - No School 

Apr 5 -Boys Soccer HOME 

          -Girls Soccer HOME 

          -Track @ David City 

Apr 6 – Girls Soccer Away 

Apr 8-9 FFA District Conv. 

Apr 8 – Boys & Girls 

           Soccer Away 

Apr 8  -Circuit Spelling Bee 

Apr 9-10 LHNE Musical 

Apr 10 – Track- Away 

Apr 12-14 – FBLA State Leadership 

Conference 

Apr 12 – Booster Club mtg 

            – Golf @ Crofton 

Apr 13–Boys Soccer HOME  

          – Track @ Wayne 

           – ACT at LHNE 

Apr 14 – Golf @ Leigh 

            - BB Banquet 

Apr 16 – Prom 

Apr 17 – Girls Soccer Away 

Apr 18 – Spring Concert 

Apr 19-22 – MAP testing 

Apr 19 – Golf @ Ponca 

Apr 20- Track @ Laurel 

Apr 22- Boys Soccer Away 

            – Golf @ HOME 

            – Track @ Genoa 

Apr 23 – Eagle Fun Day  

Apr 24 – District Music 

Apr 25 – FFA Banquet 

Apr 26- FFA Meeting 

Apr 27- Boys Soccer Away 

           -Girls Soccer Away 

           - Track Away 

Apr 29 –G Soccer- HOME                      

              B Soccer HOME 

            -Golf @ Humphrey 

            - Track -Norfolk  

             Classic 

 

This year LHNE’s EAGLE FUN DAY will be held in the Spring!  On 

Friday, April 23rd at 9am, current 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students are            

invited to walk the halls of LHNE and meet many of our teachers.  This 

event is to help those students who are planning to attend LHNE more 

comfortable in the classrooms and will help them to get to know other 

students who are coming next year.  It is also an opportunity for students 

who are unsure of where they are attending to visit the school and find 

out more.  Students from local feeder schools will be attending as a 

group, but students from all schools are invited as well.  If you would like 

your son or daughter to attend, please give us a call so we can include 

them!   

EAGLE FUN DAY 

 
 

This year, LHNE is producing the musical Footloose.  We have more 

than 40 students who are contributing to the performance whether it be 

through dancing, singing, acting, building the set, or helping with cos-

tumes and make-up.  The public is invited to see the LIVE performances 

on April 9th and 10th at 7pm.  Masks are required for audience members.  

Please come help us support these students and directors who have put 

in numerous hours of time to make everything happen.  It is certainly a 

joy to have in-person activities and events, and we would love to have 

you there to enjoy the show.  Tickets can be purchased at the door. 

LHNE Presents FOOTLOOSE 

 
 

This year, COVID has caused the FBLA and FFA state conventions to 

be held virtually to avoid bringing students from all over the state into 

one area.  Both LHNE organizations are having smaller events that al-

low for learning, leadership and fun.  If you know a student in either one 

of these organizations, talk to them and find out what they were able to 

do that helped to make these local events meaningful.  LHNE currently 

has 37 FBLA members and 20 active FFA members.  

FBLA & FFA State Conventions 

 

~Educating for Life  Proclaiming the Faith~ 

http://www.LHNE.org
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St . John Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 87 

Battle Creek, NE 68715 

Connecting People in the Heart of Jesus 

April Church Newsletter 


